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Slovenia 
 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Day 1 

to Slovenia and of Lake Cerknica 
 

After landing at the Venice airport, we’ll drive into Slovenia and make our first stop in 

dry meadows close to the highway. Yellow Rattles are in full flower and turn meadows 

into endless yellow carpets. In between, we can find Burnt-tip Orchids and the 

Pyramidal Orchids. On the edge of the meadow, we can find the Gas Plant or 

Burning Bush which has a remarkable smell caused by highly inflammable etheric oils. 

We’ll see butterflies which will be common companions in the next days: Swallowtail, 

Scarce Swallowtail and Black-veined White in particular.  
 

In the afternoon we’ll arrive at our accommodation in a lovely village on the edge of 

the Lake Cerknica. This is an extensive karst plain, which is flooded in spring and 

autumn, forming the largest Slovenian lake. In the beginning of summer, water 

retreats to stream beds, and the bottom of the lake turns into diverse grassland. After 

settling in our rooms, we will take a short walk to the nearby meadows. In extensive 

sedge meadows where we can find Common Cottongrass, Summer Snowflake, 

bright pink Wild Gladiolus and Orchis palustris. Common in these meadows are Red-

backed Shrike, Ashy-headed Wagtails, Whinchat, and we might also hear Curlew 

and Bittern. As this area is a walking distance from our accommodation, we can 

return here in mornings or evenings during the whole week.  

 

Day 2  

meandering streams of the Bloke Plateau 
 

Today we will take a short drive to a very different landscape. The Bloke Plateau is 

over 700m above sea level and the climate is markedly different from around 

Cerknica Lake. Summers are pleasantly mild, but winters are cold and snow can stay 

until late spring. The landscape of Bloke Plateau is dissected by the Bloščica stream. 

Water from rain and melting snow seeps into the forest soil and emerges at many 

small springs on the edge of the plateau, which all drain to the Bloščica. Because the 

stream is running over an almost flat plateau, it flows slowly and forms numerous 

meanders. Where the ground is moist, wet meadows flourish with plants like sedges, 

cottongrass and orchids. Notable amongst these are Lesser Butterfly Orchid and Early 

Marsh Orchid. In some places along the Bloščica we can find typical fen species such 

as Great Sundew, the Bladderworts Utricularia minor and Utricularia media, and 

Marsh Lousewort. We will also visit a side stream in search of the locally rare Ophrys 

holosericea. As we are at a higher altitude we can see some spring butterflies such as 

Woodland Ringlet and Marsh fritillary. In small forest pools, we can find Yellow-bellied 

Toads and Alpine newts.  
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Noble Crayfish, as well as the native fish species Chub, Minnow and Danube 

Gudgeon, inhabit another beautiful meandering stream. Both the crayfish and fish 

are prey for Otters who's tracks and remnants of prey can be found close to the 

stream. Above the stream fly Common Clubtail and Beautiful Demoiselle. 
 

Nearby dry meadows contrast sharply with the wet habitats we visited in the morning. 

Along the forest edge we can see Fire Lilies, whilst Woodland Brown is common. 

Pearly Heath, Spotted Fritillary and Carniolan Burnet are abundant. There are also 

many grasshoppers and bush crickets, including Wartbiters and local species like 

Pholidoptera littorale and Stauroderus scalaris.  

 

Day 3  

Visit to a cave, in the evening observation of Brown Bear 
 

There are over eleven thousand caves in Slovenia, but if we had to chose one to visit 

it would not be difficult to decide upon the Križna jama which means the ‘Cross 

Cave’. It combines accessibility with an unspoilt beauty and interesting cave-fauna. 

In front of the cave, we will meet a local guide who provides us with rubber boots 

and special flashlights. We descend on stairs (the only ones in the cave) towards the 

darkness. We will soon start to look for the tiny cave-invertebrates which live here. All 

caves are naturally poor in nutrients, so the number of cave-animals is low. On a 

good day, we may see three or four species of blind cave invertebrates, but 

dedicated researchers found over thirty cave-adapted animal species in Križna jama, 

which makes it one of the most species-rich caves in Slovenia. We will also see a few 

Lesser Horseshoe Bats, most of which spend the summer in colonies outside the cave 

and come here in winter to hibernate. Long in the past, during the Pleistocene, a 

much larger animal was using this cave in winter – the Cave Bear (Ursus spelaeus). 

Many bones of this large bear species were found in the cave and some can still be 

seen in the cave. After half an hour walk we come to a crystal clear underground 

lake where we make a trip on a rowing boat. We’ll be in the cave for an hour and a 

half and after we return to the surface we’ll have lunch in an old farmhouse where 

Lesser Horseshoe Bats have a breeding colony under the straw roof.  
 

The day continues with a focus on mammals as we go to wildlife hides to see Brown 

bear in the evening. In safe shelters deep in the forests, we wait for the bears, which 

are attracted to the hides with small amounts of food. We might also see Red Fox. 

Note that though we have an excellent chance of seeing bears, we cannot give an 

absolute guarantee, however there is a high density of bears in this part of Slovenia. 

 

Day 4  

Primaeval forest 
 

Over sixty per cent of Slovenia is covered by forest, much of which appears very 

natural. These forests are for a large part privately owned and used for the 

production of wood, therefore there are few old dead trees in much of the forest. This 
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is very different from a true primaeval forest, where no trees are cut or removed. 

Largely unknown to foreign naturalists, there are small patches of primaeval forest 

preserved in the middle of the large ‘normal forests’. These are under strict protection 

as forest reserves, and the access is only allowed in the buffer zones which are in 

near-natural state with no forestry management.  
 

We’ll explore some climax forest on limestone where there is a particularly impressive 

range of tree sizes, from young seedlings to centuries old Silver Firs. There is rich insect 

life in these forests and we may encounter Stag Beetles and various Longhorn Beetles. 

Because our tour is planned in the optimal season for butterflies and flowers, we are 

past the best season for birds. Nevertheless, we may see or hear woodpeckers, 

including Black Woodpecker, White-backed Woodpecker and Three-toed 

Woodpecker.  

  

Day 5  

Lake Cerknica, karst springs, wet meadows; the valley that was once a cave 
 

This day will be dedicated to visiting some other parts of the Lake Cerknica in the 

vicinity of our accommodation. We will walk through flower-rich meadows to the end 

of the valley and visit the main springs of the lake. In a quiet forested corner, water 

comes straight from the slopes and forms crystal-clear pools. As surface water in karst 

is a scarce resource, many animals come to drink to these springs and tracks of Brown 

Bear, Red Deer, Fox and even Jackal can be seen. In the forest edge we’ll see Grey-

Headed Woodpeckers and there is a good chance to see Black Storks, which are 

breeding the nearby forest. Scarlet Rosefinch, Sedge Warbler and Reed Warbler sing 

in the meadows. We might also hear Corncrake, Quail, Spotted Crake, Little Crake 

and Bittern, though probably we won’t see these species. Lake Cerknica is a top area 

for butterflies, with over one hundred and twenty species observed in this area. We 

can find Purple-edged Copper, Scarce Large Blue and maybe some early Large 

Coppers, which start flying in the end of June. 
 

In the north-west of the valley of Lake Cerknica, water disappears into another cave 

system. But not for long. After only a few kilometres, it re-emerges in the picturesque 

valley of Rakov Škocjan. In the distant past the river ran here in a cave, but during the 

ice-ages the cave ceiling collapsed into the river, leaving behind two large stone 

arches. Parts of the valley are still shadowy and moist with several species of mosses 

and ferns, among them the rare Marsh Fern. Along the stream we can see Dipper, 

Grey Wagtail and Kingfisher and in forest margins, we can find Scarce Fritillary.  

 

Day 6  

Sub-Mediterranean flora and fauna in the dry karst close to the Slovenian coast 
 

We’ll spend the morning exploring south-western Slovenia, a dry karst dry karst area 

close to the Slovenian coast with a sub-Mediterranean climate. The flora and fauna 

are markedly different from the inland parts of the country. Hay-meadows, 
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abandoned meadows in various successional stages and forested slopes with 

Mediterranean plant associations, often with Holm Oak and White Oak, form a 

pleasing landscape mosaic. Around midday we move to a small coastal river, which 

may have a little water in June, but still provides a nice mid-day retreat. The 

numerous hedges dividing small meadows provides a home for Red-backed shrikes, 

Orioles and Turtle Doves. We also have a good chance of seeing Mediolus Warbler, 

Bee-eaters, and Short-toed Snake Eagle. Because the season here is more advanced, 

many species of grasshoppers and bushcrickets are already adult here. Most visible 

are Blue Winged Grasshopper, Italian Locust and Nosed Grasshopper. Butterflies we 

can expect include Cleopatra, Ositris blue, Small Blue, Chapmans Blue, Iolas Blue, 

Southern Comma and Nettle Tree Butterfly. The small river is home to a recently 

descibed endemic fish, the Chub Squalius janae, as well as to White-clawed Crayfish 

and Italian Barbels.  

 

Day 7 

Mountain scenery and Alpine plants 
 

This is the day to experience the diversity of mountain flora. Mount Snežnik, the ‘snow 

peak’ is with an altitude of almost 1800 m the highest non-Alpine peak in Slovenia. 

The top of Snežnik is for decades protected as a botanical reserve, and there is 

indeed much to see: Carnolian lilies, Edelweiss, Alpine Bartsia, Julian Flax, Edraianthus 

graminifolius, Alpine Leek, Rock Jasmine (Androsace villosa), and the locally rare fern 

Moonwort are among a host of fine plants found here. We’ll be able to drive on forest 

roads to quite a decent altitude on this high mountain. On a sunny day we will have 

a spectacular view to the Adriatic coast and Dinaric mountain range on one side 

and to the Julian Alps on the other side of the country.  

 

Day 8  

Extensive flower-rich meadows and Departure 
 

We end our tour with one last stop at a species-rich meadow hidden in the forest on 

the Bloke Plateau. With Owlflies (Libelloides macaronius) and Fritillaries flying around, 

and the sound of many Field crickets (Gryllus campestris) this is a relaxing end of our 

tour before driving to the Venice airport.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 

Greentours, PO Box 148, Buxton SK17 1BE, UK. Tel/Fax +44 (0)1298 83563. After booking 

your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed information pack will 

be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower and bird checklists are 

available. 

mailto:enquiries@greentours.co.uk
http://www.greentours.co.uk/
http://www.greentours.co.uk/

